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Bishop lot closed through Nov. 20 due to construction
DM STAFF REPORT

PHOTO BY: CADY HERRING

The parking lot blocked for construction near Bishop Hall and Paris-Yates Chapel is seen Monday.

PHOTO BY: CADY HERRING

Rachel Berry walks around the construction site on campus Monday.

A portion of the east
end of the Paris-Yates
Chapel and Bishop
Hall parking lot will
be closed through Nov.
20 due to a new construction project, according to a statement
released by the university Monday. The
construction is taking
place to install a construction fence and
begin the project that
will limit access to the
quad from the parking lot and the south
side of the chapel. The
project will take away
20 spaces closest to
Bishop and Bondurant
halls. The spaces that
are not enclosed by
the fence will remain
open.

Parking meters see large revenue intake in first months
PEYTON SPEAR

pwspear@go.olemiss.edu

Revenue from the 286 parking meters installed recently
on and around the Square is
expected to fund future parking needs, according to Oxford
parking director Matt Davis.
The city installed the IPS
Smart Meter M5 parking meters over the summer along the
main roads leading up to the
Square and by parking spaces
within the Square. The meters
were installed because of the
high demand for parking spaces in the area and limited turnover.
“Our inventory of spaces are
really limited on where we can
park and cannot park,” Davis
said.
The city collected $51,000 in
fees in September according to
Davis, based on the issuance
of 732 parking citations. Of
the 732 citations, 698 were for
overtime parking and 34 were

for improperly parking a vehicle.
Also, 260 citations were issued to out-of-state vehicles
and 472 citations were issued
to in-state vehicles. So far, only
204 citations have been paid
and $3,198.69 has been collected. The money generated
by the fees and fines is placed
in a trust for future parking
needs. The funds are not used
to supplement the city budget.
After many trials and case
studies of colleges and locations nearby with different
paid parking services, the consensus in Oxford was to have
single space parking with individual paid parking meters on
the immediate Square and side
streets with free parking lots
available behind the Oxford
University Club, Oxford City
Hall, Old Venice Pizza Co. and
lots on 14th Street.
Parkers are required to pay
to park from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.
The timeframe reflects the

time of day when the Square
and surrounding areas are
most crowded with vehicles.
The 286 meters that went
operational Sept. 2 blink red
or green from the sidewalk,
enabling parking enforcement
officials to quickly scan the
block and identify overdue
parkers.
A red light on the Square
does not mean stop, it means it
is time to feed the parking meter. It costs $1 an hour to park.
“The green light means that
they (vehicles) are good, they
are paid, and the red light
means they are expired,” Davis
said.
The parking division has
two parking enforcement officers on staff. One officer works
during the day and a second
officer works at night.
The blinking lights on the
back of each meter help make
their jobs easier when scanning the meters downtown, especially when it gets dark.
“We can assess the situation

FILE PHOTO: CADY HERRING

Parking Officer Ken Whitfield gives a ticket for an overdue parking meter on the
Square in early September.
all the way down (Jackson Avenue) at night,” Davis said.
“When we see a bunch of red
and cars parked, we know to

write tickets,” Davis said.
Nighttime is not the only
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The challenges of interracial dating

BRICE ASHFORD

bkashfor@go.olemiss.edu

Women are not just pieces of meat, and should not be
treated as such. The argument
is always that a person should
not be objectified, and I totally
agree. Now that we are all on
the same page, if we are looking past the exterior of a woman and searching for her glowing personality, shouldn’t that
be applied in every situation,
for all couples?
When two individuals love
each other, neither their sexual orientation nor their race
are of any concern to the two of
them. Therefore, those around
them should not be concerned
with the sexual orientation
or race of the individuals involved. Instead, they should
be happy and supportive of the
love the couple shares. It really is simple; when you find the
person whom you love, their
race or gender doesn’t matter.
As a child, I did not see color, and I still do not. I was always taught to be with someone who loved and cared for
me as much as I showed those
THE DAILY

MISSISSIPPIAN
S. Gale Denley Student
Media Center
201 Bishop Hall,
P.O. Box 1848
University, MS
38677-1848
Main Number:
662.915.5503
Business Hours:
Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

same qualities toward them.
Being in an interracial relationship has had its external
challenges. Typically speaking, I do not notice the race of
my significant other. Usually,
it is not until someone else
acknowledges the fact that we
are interracial that I even consider it. It does not take long
to walk down the street and
receive a disapproving glare
from someone who clearly
must have been raised before
the civil rights era.
Our beloved Grove offers
one of the friendliest tailgating atmospheres in the country. However, on Saturdays
I still notice the glares from
un-expecting individuals as
we make our way through the
Grove. Old confederate symbolism throughout the Grove
and campus overshadow me
and my significant other as
we enjoy the same things as
everyone else on campus. I
would truly prefer to not be
judged, especially by someone
who has not taken the time to
get to know me.
I have been told that our relationship is not approved of
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by God because based on race
we are not “equally yoked.”
First of all, we are both children of the same God, created
as equals. Secondly, the Bible
does not teach hatred, contrary
to popular belief. Lastly, 2 Corinthians 6:14, the verse used to
tear at our relationship, is not
even about race. It says, “Be ye
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light
with darkness?”
Subconsciously, I am not
offended on a personal level
by the ignorance of those who
choose to judge me or my relationship based upon skin color; honestly I could not care
less about such an opinion.
Instead, I am offended by the
ignorance and hatred that will
be spread from that individual to create others who will
become like-minded. No one
should cast judgment upon me
or my relationship in general,
and they definitely should not
cast judgment based upon the
color of our skin.
Comparatively
speaking,

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar
month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
school or department where the person is employed.

there are people who choose
to gawk over our relationship. “Ya’ll are going to have
the most beautiful children.
Mixed babies are the cutest.”
Although it is true that most
bi-racial children do have a
coveted skin tone and wonderful hair, I would prefer this
assumption not be made based
on our skin color, but instead
based on our features in absence of complexion. Also, I do
not appreciate being the token
couple. Calm down, we are not
representatives of the entire
black and white populations.
We are simply two people who
love each other.
My experiences outside of
the country have revealed a
lack of concern towards the
importance of race. I’m not exactly sure where, or even if, my
dream place of tolerance exists. However, it would be nice
to stroll down the street and
not experience racial intolerance toward me as an individual or my relationship.
Brice Ashford is a junior
marketing major from Ridgeland.
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Miss. ban on same-sex marriage
challenged in suit
JACKSON, Miss. — A gayrights group and two lesbian
couples filed a federal lawsuit
Monday to try to overturn the
ban on same-sex marriage in
Mississippi, a Bible Belt state
where the Republican governor and GOP leaders who
control the state Legislature
have long said they believe
marriage should be only between a man and a woman.
The lawsuit was filed in U.S.
District Court in Jackson by
Campaign for Southern Equality; Rebecca “Becky” Bickett
and her longtime partner,
Andrea Sanders, who were
denied a Mississippi marriage
license earlier this year; and
Jocelyn “Joce” Pritchett and
Carla Webb, who live in Mississippi and married in Maine
in 2013.
After a series of recent court
decisions, gay couples have
the right to marry in 30 states.
The lawsuit, which represents one side of a legal argument, says Mississippi violates the constitutional rights
of gays and lesbians and denies same-sex couples the
“rights, benefits and duties
that automatically come with
marriage.”
“We’re not arguing that any
church or any synagogue in
Mississippi has to have marriage ceremonies,” Roberta
Kaplan, one of the attorneys
who filed the suit, told The
Associated Press. “We’re arguing that if the government,
the state government in Mississippi, is going to offer marriage to straight couples, it is
going to have to offer it to gay
couples, as well.”
In November 2004, Mississippi voters approved a state

constitutional
amendment
banning same-sex marriage.
It was approved by 86 percent
of people voting that day.
The suit says Mississippi
prevents same-sex couples
from adopting children together or being listed as parents together on a birth certificate; filing joint tax returns;
making health care decisions
for each other; receiving
health and retirement benefits together if at least one
partner is a public employee;
and being guaranteed to pass
property on to a surviving
partner when one person in
the couple dies.
Republican Gov. Phil Bryant, who is named as a defendant in the lawsuit, was traveling out of state Monday and
was not immediately available
to respond. His spokesman,
Knox Graham, said in a statement later Monday that the
governor “took an oath of office to defend the constitution
of the State of Mississippi and
that’s what he intends to do.”
“He has every confidence in
the Attorney General to vigorously defend the state from
this lawsuit.”
Bryant
intervened
last
month in a case in which a
lesbian couple are seeking
a divorce in Mississippi after having married in 2008
in California. An attorney
for one of the women in the
divorce case argues that
equal-protection provisions
of the U.S. Constitution require Mississippi to recognize
a marriage performed legally
in another state — one of the
same arguments made in the
federal lawsuit filed by the
other couples Monday.
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Kaplan is the attorney who
successfully argued a case in
which the U.S. Supreme Court
last year struck down part of a
federal ban on gay marriage.
She is asking U.S. District
Judge Carlton Reeves to grant
a preliminary injunction that
would prevent Mississippi from enforcing its ban on
same-sex marriage while the
new lawsuit is pending.
“Mississippi’s constitutional and statutory provisions arbitrarily discriminate against
gay couples, effectively writing inequality into Mississippi law,” the lawsuit says.
The other defendants in the
lawsuit are Attorney General
Jim Hood and Hinds County
Circuit Clerk Barbara Dunn,
both Democrats.
Circuit clerks issue Mississippi marriage licenses. Bickett and Sanders live in coastal
Harrison County, and the lawsuit says their application for
a marriage license was denied
this year in Hinds County.
Hood’s spokeswoman, Jan
Schaefer, said the attorney
general would respond to the
lawsuit in later court filings.
He did not comment on the
suit Monday.
In a response to the attempted same-sex divorce
case in Mississippi, Hood’s
office wrote several weeks ago
that the U.S. Supreme Court
did not “require states to recognize same-sex marriages
authorized in other jurisdictions.” In 2012, Hood said the
state had no legal standing to
deny permission for a lesbian
couple to hold a commitment
ceremony at a state-owned
agriculture museum.
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METERS

continued from page 1
time people are parking longer than they paid for. Red
lights on the back of parking meters blink many times
throughout the day, according to one parking enforcement officer.
“You might see about 50 to
60 a day,” Parking Enforcement Officer Kenneth Whitfield said.
Parking meters are designed to give a person a certain amount of time to park
their vehicles so they are not
in one spot the entire day. If a
citizen or visitor has a blinking red light upon arriving to
their vehicle or a parking enforcement officer sees the red
light and the car is not occupied, an overtime violation
will be issued.
The first two tickets are $10,
the third ticket is $25 and the
fourth ticket or any subsequent is $50.
Any ticket above the fourth
level of tickets will result in a
vehicle being booted or towed.
“We try to boot first to give
people the opportunity to
come pay their fines and not
be towed away,” Davis said.
Parking services will allow
up to 24 hours to return to a
vehicle. If the vehicle has not
been claimed, it will be dispatched to the Oxford Police
Department to be towed by
Shivers Towing or Marquis
Towing where the vehicle can
be retrieved for approximately $125.
Gameday weekends work
the same way but have increased parking fines. With
a limited number of parking
spaces and the large number
of visitors in Oxford for football games, the chances of
finding a spot are slim.
If a vehicle has exceeded
the time limit paid, a heavier
fine will be imposed. The first

ticket is $50, the second ticket is $75 and the third ticket
is $100.
“That is to just keep people
from parking on the Square
all day, going to the Grove and
staying for 12 to 14 hours,”
Davis said.
Recently, Ole Miss alumnus
Johnathan Rogers, who lives
in Batesville, learned the hard
way when trying to park in
front of Ajax on the Square the
weekend the Rebels played
the Memphis Tigers.
He was not aware parking
fines had increased on the
Square for football weekends.
“I thought I paid for enough
time to get back to my car
without getting a ticket, but I
was late and had a heavy price
to pay. Now I know,” Rogers
said.
To help increase parking
spaces so people are not limited on where they can find
a spot and have to pay a fine
like Rogers, Davis said he
hopes the money made thus
far from the meters can go toward a parking garage.
Although nothing is officially approved, concept designs
have been created for a parking garage to give the parking
division an idea of how many
spots they can get, compared
to the cost. Potential locations
are behind City Hall or the
Oxford University Club.
As the population in Oxford
continues to rise each year
with a growth in the number
of visitors the city receives,
additional parking will be
needed.
Katie Kaiser, visitor services coordinator for Visit Oxford MS, said she believes the
parking meters will be beneficial in the long run.
“While it may be an inconvenience right now on a dayto-day basis, the money made
from the meters will help expand parking for continuing
crowds,” Kaiser said.
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Laff Co. comedy troupe to perform at Proud Larry’s
TYLER KELLY

tdkelly1@go.olemiss.edu

The comedy scene in Oxford is flourishing this year
with many upcoming events.
Tonight at Proud Larry’s,
Bruce Butler, director of the
local comedy troupe Laff Co.
and Laff Co. member Jayson
Wirth will perform the TwoMan Group Show. This performance is a two-person improv
show that promises to bring
the crowd in on the hilarity.
“Improv shows generally
work as a game,” said Connor King, business manager
of Laff Co. “The games have
a very broad basis, and they’ll
have people in the audience
give them categories when it’s
specified,” King said. “(The
performers) have to make up a
scene on the spot based off the
audiences’ suggestions.”
“Many people think of Laff
Co. as purely an improv group,
but we also work with standup comedians and sketch comedy,” said Nick Wood, standup
comedian with Laff Co.

The Two-Man Group Show
will also consist of standup
comedy routines performed by students at
Ole Miss. Some of
those
comedians
include Sam Lyons, Nick Wood
and
Connor
King.
“The
show
should
be
great,” Lyons
said. “I’ve been
a fan of Laff
Co. since I got
here in ’09, and
I started doing
comedy in February, so it’s great to
finally be doing stuff
with them.”
The Two-Man Group
Show begins at 9 p.m., and
normally lasts for one to two
hours.
Laff Co. shows are held on
the first Tuesday of every
month, the next one being
Nov. 4. King said the open
mic nights are always very entertaining.

“The
times
when you get newcomers on
the stage, it’s really exciting,”
King said. “Even if they’re not
that good, it’s still a lot of fun
to watch people bomb as much
as it is to watch someone do a

really good show, too. So it’s
always hilarious to come listen to the comedy. It’s always a good time.”
The
Two-Man
Group Show is only
one of the many
upcoming comedic performing
at The Lyric
this February.
The
famous
standup comedian and actor
performed in
movies like “22
Jump
Street”
and shows such
as “Two and a
Half Men.”
“There’s a lot of really exciting stuff and it
seems like there’s going to
be a lot more attention paid
to comedy in Oxford, especially in the light of big names like
Patton Oswalt who is a huge
deal in the comedy world,”
King said. “That’s a show that
I have no doubts of selling out
as soon as the news gets out
there.”

Laff Co. has a number of
upcoming events and doesn’t
plan on slowing down. One
event in particular includes a
Christmas special that will be
presented in either a video series or live performance.
“We’ve come up with an idea
and we’ve written it down and
rehearsed it. It’s like a little
one act play,” Connor King
said. “Having seen the scripts
that we’re going to be shooting, it’s going to be some really
funny stuff and I’m really excited about it.”
In addition, the comedy
troupe is starting to revamp
their social media marketing;
their sketches will soon be
found online.
“We’ve got a Twitter account, we’ve got Vine, we’re
setting up a YouTube channel
and really trying to make Laff
Co. just the base for comedy in
Oxford,” King said. “We have a
very good product. We want to
get the word out there. We’re
here. We’re funny. Come to a
Laff Co. show. It’s definitely
worthwhile.”

COURTESY: JAMES KING
COURTESY: JAMES KING

Left to right, Joseph Stinchcomb, Jayson Wirth, and Bruce Butler pose for a photo. Wirth and Butler will perform tonight.

Nick Wood will perform with Laff Co. tonight at Proud Larry’s.

SENIORS: need to schedule a senior portrait appointment at www.ouryear.com. School code: 141 or call 1-800-OUR-YEAR (1-800-687-9327)
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LOU Symphony Orchestra begins Vernon’s last season
EMMIE HARMON

eeharmon@go.olemiss.edu

For 42 years, Professor Ronald Vernon has been conductor
of the Lafayette-Oxford-University Symphony Orchestra, and
this is his final year. The first of
his final four performances of
this year was the fall concert at
the Ford Center last night.
Because this is Professor Ronald Vernon’s last year, this year’s
fall concert was very special, and,
to make it even more notable,
the orchestra added instruments
to embellish the performance.
“We have nice additions to this
concert. We have a harpist and a
harpsichord,” said Clinton Gentry, a junior majoring in chemistry and violinist in the orchestra.
The LOU Symphony Orchestra has been practicing and preparing for this fall concert since
the beginning of the semester.
Because it is the 300th anniversary of Carl Phillip Emmanuel
Bach’s birth, the orchestra began the concert with a symphony
written by this man of great musical talent. Bach was a musician
and composer in the 1800s and
the fifth son of Johann Sebas-

tian Bach and Maria
chestra for more
Barbara Bach. Vernon
than 20 years now,
said Mozart was heavsince her time at the
ily influenced by C. P.
university.
E. Bach and said Mo“When she came
zart once referred to
here in grad school,
him as “the father of
she was recruited
us all.”
into the orchestra
Following was four
by Dr. Vernon,” Mcsuite
movements
Laurin said. “He’s
from a production of
still going to be
the play, “Pelléas et
around town, but
Mélisande,” that was
it’s sad to see him
composed by Gabriel
leave the symphoFaure. Following inny.”
termission, there were
The
orchestra
Two Elegiac Melodies
is planning three
written by the Normore performancwegian
composer,
es throughout the
Edvard Greig. With
year,
including
the closing of the protheir spring concert
gram, the orchestra
on April 25. Every
performed a piece by
other year, the unithe Russian composversity’s opera and
er, Pytor Tchaikovsky.
the LOU Symphony
Mickey McLaurin,
Orchestra collabodirector of sponsored
rate, and this year’s
PHOTO BY: CADY HERRING
programs
adminspring event will inistration at the Of- Conductor Ronald Vernon speaks about a piece before the orchestra’s clude both musical
performance at the Ford Center.
fice of Research and
groups.
the volunteers for the symphoSponsored Programs,
“We will be workny,” McLaurin said.
attended the show.
ing with the Opera Theater in a
Ellen Shelton, McLaurin’s World Premiere production of
“The main reason I come is because my wife plays; she’s one of wife, has been a part of the or- an Opera by an Ole Miss gradu-

ate, who has a very good career
in Vienna, Nancy Van de Vate,”
Vernon said. “She has composed
an opera based on Shakespeare’s
‘Hamlet.’”
From fall to spring, the LOU
symphony orchestra will work
their hardest to make Vernon’s
last year on campus one of the
best years yet.
“I think it is really special because it will be Professor Vernon’s last fall concert,” said Travis Dirle, graduate student and
cello player in the orchestra.
The orchestra includes the
community, faculty and students. It is largely student-based,
but the students are not all music majors.
“They all love music, nevertheless, and I think that’s really
special because there are many
universities where the focus is
professional training,” Vernon
said. “Certainly, we do a very
good job of preparing our music students for a career in in the
profession of music, but many
of the things the department of
music offers are open to everybody, anybody who is able regardless of their major.”
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OLE MISS SPORTS INFORMATION

Ole Miss softball to host Wallace State Lions today

Ashley Alexander won 4 tickets
to the Tennessee game!
Ole Miss marketing student Ashley Alexander won four tickets
to the Tennessee game. And you can, too, just by listening
to Rebel Radio and reading the DM. Along with The Retreat
and Campus Creek, we’re giving away tickets to every home
football game this season.

3
8
5

9
7
4
6
2

Stay tuned to find out how YOU
can be our next winner!
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 11
7

8 6 4 2 1
7 2 5 9 3
1 5 7 8 6
2 3 9 6 4
5 4 2 1 8
6 9 3 7 5
4 8 6 3 9
9 7 1 4 2

Complete the grid so that
every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1
through 9 with no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Sudoku #2
7 1 5 8 9
2 4 9 6 7
8 6 3 5 2
4 9 1 2 5
6 8 7 1 3
3 2 4 8
7 4 9 1
5 6 7 4
2 8 3 6

EASY

5
3
9
1

4

5

7

6

8 5
2 1

9
3

6

1

7
8

2
9

4 3 2 6
3 8 5 1
1 9 7 4
7 6 8 3
2 4 5
9

doku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 11

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

5

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

HOW TO PLAY

"We can only learn to love by loving."
-- Iris Murdoch

1
8
3
6
2 4 9
7 3
8 6
2
4
1 2
6 8
1
9
4 5
6 7
9
1
6 2
7 4
1 3 8
8
5
9

1 8

Puzzles by KrazyDad

3

SUDOKU©

Sudoku #4
3 5 7 9
1 8 6 4
9 4 2 3
5 7 1 8
6 3 9 7
4 2 8 1
7 1 5 2
8 6 3 5
9 4 6

Sudoku #2

2

1
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Sudoku #6
7 8 2 6 5 9 3 4
6 1 4 7 8 3 5 2
5 9 3 4 2 1 6 8
9 5 6 2 7 8 1 3
4 2 7 3 1 5 8 9
8 3 1 9 6 4 7 5
3 7 8 1 4 2 9 6
2 6 5 8 9 7 4 1
4 9 5 3 6 2 7

236-3030

1

Pan Pizza Extra, MiniMuM DElivEry $7.99

OPEN LATE

Sudoku #8
7 4 5 8 1 9 2 3 6
6 8 1 3 4 2 7 9 5
2 3 9 5 7 6 1 4 8
1 7 8 4 9 5 3 6 2
4 9 2 6 3 8 5 7 1
5 6 3 7 2 1 4 8 9
8 1 7 9 5 4 6 2 3
9 2 4 1 6 3 8 5 7
7 9 1 4

FREE

*Not Valid on Artisan Pizzas

www.dOmiNOs.cOm

8

1

OrdEr ONLiNE

and Western Michigan.
Through the last few weeks of
fall practice, Smith said the Rebels have continued to improve as
the squad focuses on learning the
new system and implementing
the style the new coaching staff
would like to see become a trademark of Ole Miss softball.
“We played well last week,”

2

Get

we’re looking good to be where
we need to be when we take the
field in February.”
Ole Miss opens its 2015 season on the road at the Kajikawa
Classic hosted by Arizona State
Feb. 5, 2015. At the tournament,
the Rebels will face Oregon State,
San Jose State, Arizona State,
Fresno State, UC-Santa Barbara

6

buy

good improvement as a team and
as individuals. It’s exciting to see
things trending in that direction
and know that if we stay on track,

5

2x

FILE PHOTO: THOMAS GRANING

Carly Hummel releases a pitch during game against Louisiana Tech last season.

Smith said of the fall competitions against outside opponents.
“We stayed consistent in our approach and in our process. We got
behind a couple of times, didn’t
let the adversity get to us and we
came back and played well at the
end. We got good pitching, some
timely hitting and good base running. I’m pleased with the progress we’re making.”
“Madi Osias and Emily Gaitan
have done a really good job for us
in the circle,” Smith continued.
“Paige McKinney had a great performance at Memphis and took
some great swings. We’re getting
good, consistent play out of our
infielders. Not one person really
jumps out, but we’re getting consistent play and that’s a sign of a
good team.”
Today’s doubleheader against
Wallace State will be the final
time this fall the Rebels will take
the field to face outside competition, but the fall practice season
will continue with intra-squad
scrimmages and team instruction. Fans are invited out to the
doubleheader against Wallace
State and admission is free to the
public.
3

The Ole Miss softball team
continues work toward the 2015
season with a pair of fall games
against Wallace State this afternoon, playing the first game of
the doubleheader at 4 p.m. with
the second game slated for a 6
p.m. start at the Ole Miss Softball
Complex.
It will mark the sixth team
for the Rebels to face in the fall
practice period as Ole Miss has
already played fall games against
Northwest Mississippi Community College, Jones Community College, Tennessee Tech and
Memphis.
With six games already under their belt, head coach Mike
Smith has been pleased with the
progress he’s seen from his team
as the Rebels embrace his mantra of getting one percent better
each day out on the field.
“The girls are getting better every day and working hard,” Smith
said. “We’ve seen some really
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SEC Nation panelists give opinion on Ole Miss football
CODY THOMASON

csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

Ole Miss was the host of the
SEC Network’s SEC Nation pregame show Saturday, the show
broadcasting live from the Grove
Stage. SEC Nation features commentator Joe Tessitore, former
Heisman-winning quarterback
Tim Tebow and former LSU defensive lineman Marcus Spears.
The three analysts spoke to the
media to give their thoughts on
the Ole Miss football team and the
Grove.
“I love coming here, because I
like good food and I like passionate people,” Tessitore said.
“I think what’s so special about
it is the environment and the fans
and the passion and the pageantry, and you don’t find any of that
better than here in the Grove,” Tebow said.
Spears, who played his college
football at LSU before spending
nine years in the NFL, primarily
with the Cowboys, was very impressed with how the Rebels program was built.
“I think Coach Freeze has done
a tremendous job. He’s implemented a philosophy with this
football team,” Spears said. “He’s
put guys in places, recruited well,
and in order to stay at the top of
this league you have to have players.”
Tessitore was also impressed
with Freeze’s recruiting and the
Rebels’ quick rise to national relevancy.
“An incredible recruiting class,
that in the span of 18 months has
you guys competing for a national

title, that’s as good as you’re going
to see,” Tessitore said.
Spears was also impressed with
how talented the Rebels team is.
“If you go man for man, in the
whole country, I’ll stack this Ole
Miss team up against anybody, especially on defense,” Spears said.
“There’s six or seven first round
draft picks, potentially, on this defense right now. They stack up as
well against anybody.”
Spears highlighted sophomore

defensive tackle Robert Nkemdiche as an important part of the
defense.
“He’s a beast. The way he plays
the game, he plays with a high intensity level, he can knock guys
back, and he has great bend,”
Spears said. “He can win with
leverage and he wins with tenacity. He has all of the tools. He could
be a defensive end or defensive
tackle in the NFL, and I think that
poses a lot of problems for offen-
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sive lines in that, first of all, you
can move him. He can be effective from different positions, and
that’s what I like about him, but
more than anything I just like his
attitude. I like the way he plays.”
Spears felt senior quarterback
Bo Wallace could really help the
Rebels as well.
“I think Bo Wallace gives them
the extra ‘oomph’ that they need
in order to win big games and put
them in position to be in the col-

lege football playoff,” Spears said.
Tebow also praised Wallace.
“I think he’s improved a lot,” Tebow said. “In SEC play, he doesn’t
have a turnover and he’s making
big plays, but it’s also not making
big errors in the biggest of games.
So that’s been huge, especially
when you have a big time defense.
“But what I like most about Bo
is kind of that courage and that
leadership and that little bit of ‘it
factor’ that he has.”
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Rebels look ahead to rivalry game against LSU Tigers
CODY THOMASON

csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

After beating Tennessee to
move to 7-0, the Ole Miss football team is now preparing to
face their 24th ranked rivals
LSU for the yearly Magnolia
Bowl. Ole Miss head coach
Hugh Freeze is 1-1 in his two
games against LSU.
“It’s always an exciting time
around this place when you enter into a game that is considered to be one of your historical
rivals like LSU. They’ve been
extremely talented through the
years. Coach (Les) Miles has
done a phenomenal job there,”
Freeze said. “Even though
they’ve had some ebbs and
flows this season, they seem
to be figuring them out quite
nicely, and they’re playing their
best football of the year.”
The game will be played in
Baton Rouge, where Ole Miss
lost a close game in Hugh
Freeze and quarterback Bo
Wallace’s first season.
“I remember the atmosphere. We were playing really
well. We were young and really didn’t realize what we were
doing. We were out there just
playing as hard as we could,”
Wallace said. “It’s fun to play
down there. I’m looking forward to it.”
Sophomore tight end Evan
Engram played LSU for the
first time last season, when the
Rebels upset the sixth ranked
Tigers 27-24. He felt the
heightened importance of the
rivalry game.
“It definitely means a lot. It’s
a rivalry week, and last year
was a huge game, I’ll never for-

get it, and we’re going to their
place this time,” Engram said.
“I’ve heard so many great stories about that environment
and I can’t wait to get there.”
In addition to talking about
the upcoming game, Freeze
also discussed the team’s injuries, including senior wide
receiver Collins Moore, who’s
yet to play this season due to a
knew injury,
“Collins (Moore) had surgery. It was just not getting
well. He will not be back this
year. He had surgery last week.
He says he’s feeling much better,” Freeze said.
Freeze gave updates on more
injuries, including some offensive lineman and star wide receiver Laquon Treadwell.
“Ben Still has a sprained
MCL. Justin Bell and Aaron
Morris have ankles that are
sprained. We have a shoulder
(injury) for Laquon,” Freeze
said. “With the exception of
Ben Still, I feel confident everybody will be ready to go except
that one.”
Freeze said that Still was
questionable for the game and
said sophomore Robert Conyers could see more time because of it.
“He played almost all of the
second half last week. He’s
been rotating everywhere,”
Freeze said. “He would be the
guy if Ben can’t go.”
Wallace was confident in Conyers ability to step in.
“When they’re switching out,
I really don’t notice any difference at all in the snaps or the
calls,” Wallace said. “I’m totally comfortable with both of
them.”
FILE PHOTO: PAYTON TEFFNER

Bo Wallace watches a play during the game against Tennessee Saturday.
Freeze also talked about the
development of sophomore
cornerback Kailo Moore.
“Kailo Moore recovered a
huge fumble against Alabama.
He caused that one (against
Tennessee),” Freeze said. “He
played corner in the fourth
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quarter and graded out really,
really high. He’s just a tremendous athlete.”
Moore was originally a running back when he came to Ole
Miss, but moved to corner in
the spring.
“He’s new on the defenplease drink responsibly
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sive side. It’s kind of like he’s
a freshman over there. He’s
coming on nicely,” Freeze said.
“He’s a guy we feel like can keep
us from giving up explosive big
plays. We’re really thrilled with
his development.”
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